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March 29th, 1791, 


At a Meetin g of the Stewards for conducting the Celebra- 


tion of the Anniverſary of the Royal Cumberland Free 
Maſon School, held this day at Free Maſon's Tavern. 


The Reverend THoMas SANDFORD in the Chair. 


ON\ Motion, it was Unanimouſly Reſolved, 


That the Thanks of this Board be preſented to the 


Reverend Brother WEEDEN BUTLER, for his excellent 
Sermon, preached in behalf of this Charity, at St. Bride's 


Church, on Sunday the 2oth 1nnant : And that he be re- 


queſted to cauſe the ſame to be printed. 


By Order, 


. Secretary. 
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TO HER ROYAL HIGHNESS 


THE DUCHESS OF CUMBERLAND, 


PATRONESS; 

His Royal Highneſs the PRINCE of WALES, GRAND MASTER 
His Royal Highneſs the Duke of YoRK, 

His Royal Highneſs the Duke of GLOUCESTER, 


PATRONS; 


The Right Honourable and benevolent L ADIES, 


GOVERNESSES; 


„„ 


The INSTITU TOR, TRUSTEES, TREASURER, STEWARDS, 
and every other Friend of 


THE ROYAL CUMBERLAND SCHOOL; 


IN WHOM, UNDER DIVINE PROVIDENCE, 


The Fatherleſs and Needy find mercy * 


THis DiIscouRsE, 
Is moſt reſpectfully inſcribed, 
By an obedient and faithful Brother. 


CHELSEA, 


zoth March, 1791. | W. BUTLER. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Taz Spirit of Benevolence was never more univerſally or 
more effectually exerted, than at the preſent period: In conſe- 
quence of which, an abundant proviſion for the aged, the poor, 


the infirm, and the wretched of almoſt every kind, is happily 
found in this hoſpitable country. 


FrEE-MasonayY, Which may juitly boaſt of every excellence 
that antiquity can challenge, or the practice of moral virtue 
can confer, had not however, till very lately, extended its Be- 
neficence to FEMALE Objects ; whoſe urgent neceſſities, when 


made known, held forth a very powerful and tender claim to: 
pity, from hearts diſpoſed to ſhew it. 


That claim was rapidly and'cheerfully allowed; and hence 


arofe the preſent Inſtitution *; whoſe purpoſe is by every care 


* See the Account of it, publiſhed by order of the Governors, 1790. 
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and attention to preſerve the DAUGHTERs of indigent FREE- 
MasoNs from the dangers and misfortunes, to which a diſtreſſed 
ſituation might otherwiſe expoſe them. 


To extend therefore the hand of compaſſion, to give 
aſſiſtance where moſt wanted, and to render ſo good a deſign 
amply beneficial, upon the ſureſt grounds, A PLAN of the 


Charity was with the utmoſt deference ſubmitted to her Royal 


Highneſs the Ducheſs of Cumberland, by 

The Chevalier BARTHOLOMEW RUsPINI, P. G. S. 
And her Royal Highneſs, having conſidered the ſame, humanely 
condeſcended to take it under her Protection, and deigned to 
accept the Title of PATRONEss. 


His late Royal Highneſs, the Duke of Cumberland, then 
GRAND MasTER, His Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales, 


preſent GRAND MASTER, and their Royal Highneſſes the Dukes 


of York, and of Glouceſter, were alſo pleaſed to expreſs their 
approbation of the plan, and to ſupport it by the honour of 
their Patronage. 


The more ſecurely to promote this benign undertaking, 
and to prevent every poſſibility of abuſe; it was very naturally 
conſidered, that the aſſiſtance of the Ladies would prove a moſt 
valuable and eſſential acquiſition ; nor could a doubt be en- 
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tertained of Their ready and zealous concurrence in a work of 
ſuch peculiar tenderneſs. It was therefore reſolved, to ſolicit 
their kind interpoſition, and to requeſt their becoming Go- | 
VERNESSES; to inſpect the ceconomy of the Houſe, the edu- 
cation of the Children, and all other matters relative to their 
various employments*, This application was accordingly 
made, with great ſucceſs ; and the Ladies were reſpectfully en- 
treated to communicate from time to time to the Committee 
ſuch obſervations, as might ſeem neceſſary to accompliſh the 
purpoſes of the Inſtitution: Thus adding to the bounty of their 
contributions the important benefit of training young, female 
minds, deſtitute of parental care and attention, to habits of 
INDUSTRY and VIRTUE; and to the practice of SOCIAL, MORAL, 
and RELIGIOUs DUTIES. 


* Theſe conſiſt of Reading, Writing, Arithmetick, Plain- Work, and the ſeveral 
branches of domeſtick buſineſs, adapted to their ſex and age.—On the 1ſt of January 178, 
the ſubſcriptions were found ſufficient to enable the Governors to. receive fifteen children : 
On the iſt of January 1790, five more were added; and at Michaelmas 1790, the like 
number; making in all TwENTY-FIVvE ; which are as many as their preſent Houſe in 
Sommers Town, Pancras, can receive, or the preſent finances will juſtify them to educate 
and ſupport. They are wholly clothed and maintained there by the kind friends of 


the Charity; and their very neat appearance, and decency of conduct, are indeed ſuch, as do 
great honour to their protectors. | 
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O ALufchry Lord God, who in the beginning didſt lay the 
foundations of the earth, and the Heavens are the work of 
thine hands; who dwelleſt in light inacceſſible to human eye; 
whom it is our higheſt glory upon earth to praiſe, becauſe 
Thou art good, and thy mercy endureth for ever; who inha- 
biteſt, not in temples made by mortal hands; but whoſe pre- 
ſence and glory are there manifeſted, when faithful hearts 
aſſemble themſelves, as Jiuing /ones, to form thy dwelling in- 
viſible: Have reſpect, we beſeech thee, unto the prayers of us 
thy ſervants, and to our united ſupplications this day; and do 
thou graciouſly hearken unto the cry, and accept the ardent 
wiſhes of theſe Children, here alſo proſtrate before Thee. 
Thou haſt taught us, that all our doings, without charity and 
brotherly kindneſs, are nothing worth: Send therefore, O God 
of Light and Love, thy Holy Ghoſt, and pour into all our hearts 
that moſt excellent gift of charity, the very bond of peace, and 
of all virtues; without which, whoſoever liveth is accounted 
as dead before thee: And that hercafter we may attain thy 
B 
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bleſſed promiſes of mercy, make us now and ever to love and 

to practiſe thoſe exerciſes of benevolence, which thou haſt 

expreſsly enjoined towards all our afflicted fellow-creatures. 

So ſhall we moſt acceptably glorify thy holy name, through. 

Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; who, in compaſſion to our manifold in- 

firmities, hath taught us thus to ſum up our imperfect Prayers. 0 
OuR FATHER, &c. 
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HEBREWS XIII. VER. I. 


LET BROTHERLY LOVE CONTINUE. 


_— 


N oTariN G can be plainer or more feelingly argumentative 
than theſe few words; nor can any conduct in life be more 
likely to ſecure the harmony and happineſs of human beings, 

than well to follow the advice they ſo kindly inculcate upon 

us. Amidſt the numberleſs paſſages of holy writ, which 
naturally offer their help to meditation, when engaged on 
ſubjects affecting as this before us, none ſeemed, at leaſt in 
my judgment, ſo ſuitably to occur, as the ſentence now 
propoſed for the ground Work of our preſent conſider- 
ation, 
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If it be aſked, Why are we now met? And why is ſo 


numerous and reſpectable an Audience formed, upon the 


occaſion of this third Anniverſary of a New and Noble In- 
{titution ?” You know it is, in order to eſtabliſh, if poſſible, 


upon ſolid foundations, a ſtructure of peculiar benevolence, 


for the bleſſing of poor young Females; whoſe parents, 
whether by death, or by misfortunes in lite, are no longer 
able to provide for them. They are, either the pitiable 
orphans, or, at leaſt, the helpleſs daughters of thoſe our 
Brethren,---Brethren in blood, in friendſhip, in faith, or in 
community, with whom, as ſuch, it is our duty to keep the 
union of kind fellowſhip, and knit the ſilken bonds of piety 
and love. ; 


Of the parents of the little objects here preſent, ſome of 
you, I am -perſuaded, have a philanthrophic and tender re- 
membrance. Changes and chances happen to us all: The 
wiſeſt full often cannot avoid, however they may foreſee them; 
and the ſtrongeſt are unable to reſiſt them. In the wheel of 
human viciſſitudes therefore, to behold thoſe, who once were 
flouriſhing, funk at length by calamity to poverty and help- 
leſſneſs, is ſurely-no new thing; nor is it on that account the 
leſs touching to ſuch hearts, as from ſerious conſideration have 
learned to feel. Why then, let me repeat, do we thus aſſem- 
ble, - --70% to hear, or I to dwell upon their ſtory ?---Is it not 


1 


to recognize, and ſolemnly as in the preſence of Gop, our 
peculiar feelings, in conſequence of ſuch natural viciffitudes?--- 
Is it not amply to indulge and to cheriſh the moſt amiable diſ- 
poſitions of a ſocial and friendly Nature ?---Is it not to follow 
the brighteſt Example of Beneficence; and all we. can to per- 
fect the generous, the godlike deſign of thoſe, who, knowing 
the frailty, can beſt judge of the relief moſt proper to be 
aſſigned for the comfort of their fellow- creatures? &2 


Impreſſed with ſuch ideas, I will not heſitate to own, that 
while fixing upon the words of the text, my mind's eye was 
fully bent on the moſt likely means to enforce them. I could 
not help being ſtruck with them, as with a voice from the 
graves of mortality; or as the faint, feeble cry of penury, 
from the darkſome pit of affliction. I could not but ſee, as it 
were before me, with uplifted hands, the departed, or the 
needy parents, once our fortunate Bre/bren,--- for whoſe 
progeny we are thus eſpecially concerned. If departed for 
ever from the land of life, what could be conceived as more 
naturally their laſt call to ſurviving Brethren, than this? „Oh, 
„jet your Brotherly Love continue! If not, alas, to Us, (which 
„indeed is now impoſhible,) yet, let it continue, and be kindly 
„ difplayed toward %, whom in exiitence we beſt loved;-- 
to leave whom behind us was the bittereſt ſhaft from the hand 
* of the King of Terrors; and whom it1s your glory to protect, 
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and to ſupport!” On the other hand, if by caſualty reduced 
to indigence and its attendant ſorrows, What is this, my be- 
loved, but really a kind of /iving death, as to all the moſt eſſen- 
tial functions of parental duty? And if theſe, ſtill pining in 
exiſtence, {till cry out, © Oh, let your Brotherly Love continue 
„ towards us, by the extenſion of its bounties to our pitiable 
« Offspring;” How ſhall we anſwer it either to God or Man, if, 


* ſo ſtrongly invoked, we reject the thrilling exclamation ? 


It is no uncommon thing to hear murmurings and com- 
plaints, againſt that evident inequality which ſubſiſts among 
mankind, with regard to the goods of fortune; the rank of 
ſtation; the comforts and conveniencies of life: and this, in- 
deed, is ſuch a conduct, as may in ſome meaſure be accounted 
for, though not defended, upon very obvious principles. 
The wealthy and the proſperous, on the one hand, with 
hearts at eaſe; freed from the more anxious ſolicitudes of 
life; and conſcious, perhaps, of their own unworthineſs, 
amidſt all their poſſeſſions; may wonder why ſo many are 
thrown beneath them ; and that while they themſelves enjoy 
the ſunſhine, ſuch numbers ſhould fink and languiſh in the 
ſhade. On the other hand, the indigent and laborious part 
of mankind, prefled by the yoke of ſervitude, and fatigued 
in the toils of life, may naturally be ſuppoſed to look up 
with aching eyes to the many thouſands of their fellow- 
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creatures, formed of the ſame common clay, and travelling 
for a while through the ſame land of trial; yet wholly releaſed 
from the various jeopardies to which hey feel themſelves 
hourly expoſed! This is certainly but a too-natural view of 
things, as they ſtrike upon the eye of reaſon only ; and had 
we no other criterion, had we no ſurer rule whereby to 
eſtimate the goods and evils of exiſtence, perhaps little could 
be urged, to invalidate ſuch remarks. 


But, bleſſed be Gop, my Brethren, his revealed word of 
truth, that divine perfection of human reaſon, ſets forth to us 
a far better rule, by which to judge of theſe matters. For it 
moſt clearly ſhews us, that what may appear inequality or 
diſorder to nen, is the effect, not of a blind chance; not of 


any careleſs indifference in the Supreme Being: But is the 


happy diſpoſal of an all-wiſe and gracious Providence;---the 


equal, the univerſal Friend of Mankind ;---the Lover of 


Juſtice, and the Source of Harmony and Order. 


From that divine word we are taught, that all mankind 
ſpring from the ſame ſtock : that Gop hath made of one blood 
all the nations of the earth: that they are. alike ſubject to the 


ſame common wants and infirmities: and therefore, that in 


order to accomodate thoſe wants, it is needful there ſhould be 


a ſubordination of one member, or part, of the great created 
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body to another; That ſo each might fill up his proper 
ſphere, and ſerve ſuitably to the general good of the whole. 
For this purpoſe, we find that an evident difference of capa- 
cities is allotted to different men; enabling and exciting them 
to that variety of purſuits, Which tends to promote the com- 
monwealth of ſociety *, Thus a mutual dependency, from 
the throne to the cottage, holds mankind together in one 


golden chain; and hence, as the wiſe man juſtly remarks, 
* Even the king himſelf is ſerved by the field f. 


Now can there need a more ſuaſive argument than this, 
ray beloved, to excite in our hearts a mutual eſtimation one of 
another, and to ſtimulate us to pity, benevolence, and Bro- 
therly Love? What a powerful motive then ſhould this prove, 
at once to check the inſolence of proſperity; to cheer the 
drooping and afflicted ſpirit; and to teach us all, full content= 
ment in every ſtate and condition ! 


* Thus expreſſed with great energy by a Poet, whom I do not recolle& 


— ——— Since the claims 
Of ſocial life to different labours urge 
The active powers of man; with wiſe intent, 
The Hand of Nature on peculiar minds 
Imprints a different bias; and to each 
Decrees its province in the common toil, 


n Eccleſ. v. 9. 
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But yet, there is ſtill a ſtronger, and a more awful motive 
preſented to us in the word of Gop; and which ſhould 
awaken every child of proſperity to the exerciſe of com- 
paſſion, and the continuance of Brotherly Love, towards 
ſuffering and deſtitute fellow- creatures: the motive, I mean, 
of reverence and honour to the univerſal PARENT of Man- 
kind! That Gop, who hath expreſsly avowed his paternal 
intereſts, in the concerns of his weaker and more indigent 


offspring. Accordingly, by the mouth of his wiſeſt repreſen- 


tative upon earth, he declares in the Book of Proverbs, That 
every contempt and oppreſſion of them, is an inſult and an 
injury to himſelf; and that he eſteemeth every act of mercy 
towards hem, as even reflecting honour upon his divine and 
infinite Majeſty. He that opprefſeth the poor, ſays Solomon, re- 


droacheth his Maker; but he that honoureth Him, hath mercy on 
the poor *. | 


He therefore, who acts contrary to theſe principles, and 
to that humane practice inculcated by the Apoſtle in my text, 
moſt evidently thwarts the deſignation of HEAVEN itſelf; which, 
by means of a wonderous diverſity of ſtates and conditions, 
hath appointed the wealthy to relieve the miſeries of the poor; 
and the poor, as a kind of touchſtone on the heart, to prove 


. xv. 1. 
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the ſympathy and brotherly affection of the wealthy. This 
appointment I clearly infer to be of Gor, and not of man. 
So that whoſoever, in the pride of affluence, or from igno- 
Trance of the Divine Will, inſtead of nouriſhing and cheer- 
ing, deſpiſeth or neglects the poor ; ſuch an one immediately 
reproacheth the great Progenitor of all : Not of himſelf only, 
but of the poor alſo; whom Gop hath formed, and whoſe 
humble ſtate he hath eſpecially aſſigned, not to be contemned 
as an outcaſt, but relieved and cheriſhed as a brother. 


Nay, as if the Gop who made our hearts foreſaw the 
need there was, that ſome ſhould experience diſtreſs, in 
order that others might have objects, whereon to exerciſe 
their humane feelings; this great Parent of the Univerſe hath 


declared of old, that the poor hall never ceaſe out of the land &. 
They ſtand therefore, as it were, lively monitors to us, of that 


Common Father, who hath left to the opulent, as his elder. 
born, the bleſſings of this life; not to be held by them in an 
ungrateful monopoly, but ſubject to the various portions, and 
occaſional proviſion, of theſe, his younger children. Perfectly 
conſonant with which, we hear the bleſſed JEsus himſelf gra- | 
ciouſly acknowledging theſe his poorer members, as the 
ſubjects of his cordial and tender regard: whilſt on the other 


* Deut. xv. 11. 
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hand, he ſtrikes the terrors of his eternal frown into all their 
hearts, who cruelly preſume to reject or deſpiſe them: Depart 
from me, ye curſed, into everlaſting woc] for I was an hungry, and 
ye gave me no meat; thirfly, and ye gave me no drink: I was a 
ranger, I was naked, I was ſick, and in priſon; and ye did not 
miniſter unto me. All which he explains, in full agreement 
with his benign character, as the Firſt-born among many 
Brethren, the firſt in Pity, as in Brotherly Love to all; for he 
deems it expreſsly as an injury done to himſelf, it being ſo in- 
jurious to his members, the children of indigence and ſorrow. 
Verily I Jay unto you, Inaſmuch as ye did it not unto one of the 
leaſt of theſe, my Brethren, ye did it not unto me |! * 


Having thus offered a few general conſiderations on the 
ſubject; it remains to apply them, my reſpected Audience, for 
your government, in behalf of the humble and intereſtin 8 
objects now before you. 


Whatever ſome may conceive of the Chriſtian Religion, as 
a mode of faith, or a ſyſtem of opinions; the example and the 
precepts of its divine Author, do every where conſpire to de- 
monſtrate, that it is a vital and an active principle in all who 
truly embrace it: a principle, Which to be real, muſt be felt; 


* Matt. xxv. 41, &c. 
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and ſhew itſelf, by powerfully influencing the heart, ſo as to 
animate and purify the ſoul. All ſuch Chriſtianity therefore, 
(ſo called) as doth not upon proper occaſions, cordially ex- 
pand itſelf, and riſe into practice; as doth not teſtify its power 
in giving glory to Gop, by promoting peace on earth, and 
good will towards men; 1s a vain ſuperſtructure: deſtitute 
alike of heavenly idm, frength, and beauty; and not built 
on Chriſt Jeſus, the chief corner-ſtone. It may be the almoſt 
Chriſtianity of an Agrippa; but it does not, it cannot ariſe from 
a rational well-grounded affiance in the Redeemer of ſinful 
men. He came, you know, to leave us an example, that we 
ſhould follow his ſteps. He came, not to {peak. only, but to do 
good: he came, not ſimply to inſtruct, but alſo from the rich 
exuberance of his Brotherly Love, to comfort, and conſole; to 


ſanctify, and to ſave his people! Not to fill with airy notions 
the heads of thoſe, who fancied themſelves whole; but, tocure 


the humble ſick, whether in body or in mind; to feed the 


hungry with good things; to clothe the naked with garments 
of ſalvation ; to lift up the drooping head of ſorrow ; to pour 

wine and oil into the wounds of affliction: - in a word, to 
approve himſelf, not the Teacher only, but the Saviour and the 
eternal Friend of thoſe, who were loſt and miſerable without him ! 


Here then, my Brethren, let us for a moment pauſe, and 


aſk. ourſelves this plain, but important queſtion: How can a 
| 8 


(#9 ) Gs 
rational and ſincere Chriſtian ſuppoſe, that this beneficent Gop 
and Saviour is to be duly honoured by thoſe, whom he died to 


redeem ? How ſhall we effectually expreſs our devotion and 
gratitude for all his diſtinguiſhed mercies ? 


To ſhew our love for living friends, we generally ſtrive to 
pleaſe them; we ſtudy “to live as they defire*,” The will of 
a dying friend, you know, is uſually eſteemed moſt ſacred, 
and worthy of our aſſiduous regard. How then, think we, ſhall 
CHRIST, the Lamb of Gop ſlain for our ſins,--- ſhall CHRIST, 
the Son of Gop, who went about continually doing good to the 
bodies and ſouls of men; how ſhall-he receive this teſtimony 
of our zeal and love?---How ſhall we thankfully acknowledge, 
ſince we never can repay, his unmerited goodneſs to us? 


The Apoſtle tells you in a word; LET BROTHERLY Love 
CONTINUE : and this he pointedly urges, in agreement with 
his divine Maſter, who had ſolemnly declared, By his ball all 
men know that ye are my diſciples, | if ye have love one towards 
another+. He is not honoured therefore by us, nor do we 
acceptably ſhew our love to Him, by exalted opinions only ; 
but by grateful actions, ſpringing from the heart, and by the 
willing exerciſe of truly chriſtian graces: and hence, with an 


* Young. Night Thcughts. + Jolin xiii. 35. 
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elegant and happy emphaſis, St. James aſſures you, That pure 
religion, and undefiled before God and the Father is this : even to 
vi/it the fatherleſs and widows in their affliction, and to keep our- 


ſelves, unſpotted from the world*, 


Without this, a perſon ' may indeed ſound as the tinkling 
cymbal before men: he may loudly cry, Lord, Lord! and 
profeſs much love: he may underſtand myſteries, and poſſeſs 
great knowledge: he may even hang down the head like a 
bulruſh; and ſmite upon the hollow breaſt; and walk ſoftly, as 
if he trod in ſackcloth and aſhes: But --- his religion is not that 
religion, whoſe praiſe is in the goſpel of Chriſt: becauſe, as 
the body without the breath is dead, ſo profeſſion, without the 
practice of benevolence, and the labours of Brotherly Love, is 
dead alſo, 


Our bleſſed Maſter, but a few days before he ſuffered, 
told his diſciples, Je have the poor always with you, and 
mwhenſoever ye will, ye may do them good t. And ſurely, 
inſtead of murmuring, as ſome have done, at the Providence, 
which allots them their lowly ſphere ; we have far greater 
reaſon to bleſs the Gop of the poor, that they are thus 
always with us, and plaed before our eyes. For ſay, my 


* James i. 27. | + Matt. xxvi. 11. 
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beloved, how flowly elſe would all the Chriſtian tempers 
move ! How ſtagnant would be all thoſe tender and godlike 
paſſions of the ſoul, unleſs we had TrEstE pathetick ſpurs 
to quicken and arouſe them! Where would humanity find a 
ſcope for action, if objects of compaſſion were wholly removed 
from our view?---if the calls of helpleſs miſery were not 
continually piercing our ears? If the pains of the maimed, 
and the languors of the diſeaſed; - if the ſadneſs of the 4/ind; 
if the deſertion of poor unſinning infarts;---if the tears of 
penitent proſtitution; if the ſorrowful ſighing of the pri/oners; 
---1f the anguiſh of the widow and the orphan in their afflic- 
tion; if all theſe, did not perpetually ſummon our Chriſtian 
humanity, and plead their powerful cauſe before the mild 
tribunal of ſympathy and fraternal love! 


Yes; tis theſe objects, and ſuch as theſe, that make man 
truly MaN! *tis theſe, which ſhew him to himſelf, as in a 
faithful mirror; and point out to him what he really is, by 
the common - condition of his nature; and what he too ſoon 
muſt become, but for the guardian Providence of that God, who 
covereth our heads in the day of battle! 


Thus is each ſcene of diſtreſs divinely calculated to call 
back our wandering hearts to their proper feelings, and to melt 
them into pity at the fight of others woe! | 


— a tot ng rr — — 
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In which juſt view therefore, I will not doubt of ſucceſs, 


in thus publickly applying to your hearts and hands, for the 


encouragement of this infant and generous Inſtitution, Begun, 


in a happy hour, by ONE, to whoſe goodneſs of mind every 


Maſon who knows him muſt warmly bear witneſs *; like a 
rich drop of humanity it has been foſtered by the ſmiles of 
greatneſs, and ripened into a pearl of ineſtimable value. Short, 
hitherto, has been its date; but, like a tree of life, it has 
bloſſomed well, and promiſes ample fruits in its advancing 
years. New in its kind, we have every reaſon to rejoice in its 


preſent extenſion and proſperity; By which thoſe 7wenty-fve 


innocent and friendleſs children, are reſcued from want, from 


ignorance, from idleneſs, and vice; are carefully taught to 
read, write, and caſt accompts; to do plain work, and perform 
the various humble offices of domeſtic life : wholly maintained, 
fed, and clothed under one kind roof; and thus fitly qualified, 
upon principles of induſtry, of morality, and religion, to be- 
come uſeful and valuable ſervants. Every exertion, and every 
degree of ceconomy hath been engaged, to bring it to its 
actual ſtate of great utility; nor can it be doubted, that the 
more largely its importance is known, the more extenſively 
lüberal will be the means of its eſtabliſhment and increaſe : The 


* The Chevalier BaxTHoLoMEw RusPin1, P. G. S who honoured the children 
with his attendance on the occaſion. 
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once deſart, ſhall ſoon become a fruitful field, and the fruitful 
feld ſhall ſpread forth the branches of a foręſt u.“ Its feet at pre- 
ſent ſeem but lightly to touch the earth ; but we have every 
omen in our favour to indulge the hope, that its head ſhall 
riſe conſpicuous and acceptable towards Heaven. We truſt 
that its ſupreme Builder and Maker is the God of Goodneſs. 
His bleſſing hitherto hath been poured plentifully upon it; 
and to every human breaſt, to the Ma/onic Breaſt peculiarly, 
it muſt appear amiable and excellent in every view: adapted 
at once to dignify ſocial life ; to awaken the beſt principles of 


brotherly eſteem; and touch the fineſt ſprings that regulate 
our fouls. 


When Miniſters of the Goſpel, in diſcharge of their high 
truſt, exhort the people (as at this ſeaſon of the year eſpe- 
cially t,) to the ſeverer duties of abſtinence, of humiliation, of 
penitence, and ſelf-denial! it muſt be confeſſed that they ad- 
dreſs their hearers to ſome diſadvantage; becauſe, although 
reaſon and religion are very clearly on the preacher's ſide, yet 
paſſion and inclination riſe ſtrongly againſt the doctrine. But 
when, as now, we call upon them to be compaſſionate and cha- 
ritable to the poor and needy, of their own neighbourhood, or of 
their own ſociety ; when we exhort them to rear the tender 


* Tfaiah xxix. 17. XxXIIi. 15. + Preached in LENT. 
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infant; to ſave the yet innocent from vice and miſery; to 
relieve the diſtreſſed orphan, and to conſole: the helpleſs 


mourner; In this caſe, and I ſpeak from long experience, 


we do not find it ſo difficult to prevail. And the reaſon plainly 
is this; becauſe here men's natural affections join, with in- 
expreſſible energy, to plead the ſame cauſe as we do; nay, 
and enforce it home, with a ſilent, an internal rhetorick, far 
ſuperior to any which we either can or deſire to employ. 
Thus thinking, my chriſtian” and beloved friends, ſuffer 
me a moment to appeal to thoſe feelings, which cannot but 
ariſe, and will be indulged as they ariſe, upon occaſions like 
the preſent. I confeſs, my own heart, as yet unſteeled, is 
always much affected at a ſight ſo intereſting and important 
as this now before us. Let me then as ingenuouſly aſk you, 


18 there an eye in this Houſe of Gop, the great Architect of 


the Univerſe, that can behold theſe young, theſe female chil- 
dren, thus haply protected and. preſerved, without the honeſt 
emotions of. an heartfelt joy? Is there a. tongue, which can 
heſitate to reſound with honour the name of our moſt valued 
BROTHER, whoſe humanity firſt ſtruck out this pure light of 
genuine philanthropy and love? Is there a heart, but muſt 
bear chearful witneſs to thoſe noble and kind patrons and 
patroneſſes, who, from a juſt ſenſe of the indiſpenſable value 
of early education, of youthful innocence, of induſtry, of. 


t iy ) 
morality, and virtue, have amply and daily laboured to 
promote ſo pious and godlike an inſtitution ?--- And if the 
eye approve, and if the tongue applaud, and if the heart give 
teſtimony to its value - can the liberal hand, my Beloved, refuſe 


its benign .aid, to ſupport and encourage the good under- 
taking? | 


— —— — 


NO, ye happy CHILDREN! this kind aſſiſtance will never 
be refuſed to your wants and prayers. Your Gop is your Father, 
and He is the friend of the orphan and the needy. He hath 
declared, I will never leave nor for/ake thoſe, auh are brought 
up in my fledfaſt faith and love. He hath alſo ſaid, Let 7he 
Jatherleſs children truſt in me; for I will be to them @ Father, 
and they ſhall be my ſons, and my daughters u. 


Conſider, my dear young friends, what an honour you 
would think it, to be the heirs of noblemen, - or the children 
of a king. Think then, in what manner it behoves ye to con- 
duct yourſelves, every day you breathe, who are the beloved 
children of the Lord Gop Almighty; the King of all Kings, 
and the Lord of all Lords: that Gop, whoſe eye is in every 
Place; who knoweth all ye think, and ſeeth all ye do: who 


* 8. S. paſhm. Vid. 2 Cor. vi. 18. 
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hateth the wicked, as he bleſſeth the good; and will ſhew his 


_ abundant mercy only to them, who ſo love him, as to keep his 


commandments. Think, how you ought continually to be- 
have, who are not only the children and heirs of Gop, the 
common Parent of us all; but the Members alſo of Jeſus 
Chriſt our Saviour; who ſo loved you, that he became an 
helpleſs child, as of poor, but honeſt parents, that he might 
inſtruct you as chriſtian children, how you yourſelves ſhould 
live. He was ever meek and lowly in heart : he was. obedient 
towards all, who had any authority over him. He increaſed in 
wiſdom, as he advanced in years; and daily grew up in the 
favour of Gop and man. He loved little children ; and always 
ſhewed that love, by taking notice of their innocence, and by 
thus recommending it to all his diſciples. Remember, you alſo 
are his diſciples: and therefore, as ever you hope for his 
bleſſing hereafter, Keep innocency, as the brighteſt jewel of your 
ſouls, and take heed unto the thing that is right and juſt; for 
that, and that only, can bring you peace at the laſt; and 
through the mercy of your Saviour, ſhall make you heirs of 
an everlaſting kingdom. | 


I dare ſay, it is the ſincere wiſh of you all, that Gop 
Almighty may bleſs ye. But remember this: he never did, nor 
he never will bleſs thoſe, who will not ſeek, nor ſerve, nor 
love, nor obey Him. You have the greateſt reaſon, I know, to 
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bleſs Go, for the kind nurture and good inſtruction which 
you ſo amply receive, if you will but properly improve it. 
Gop Almighty calls upon you ſo to do. He tells you all, in 
the Book of Proverbs, ©« I love them that love me; and they 
who ſeek me early, ſhall find me:“ and be ye aſſured of this, 
that He who made you, never will deceive you. BE always 
ready therefore to read and hear his word, that ye may know 
and do his will. Pray for, and daily bleſs thoſe noble and 
liberal Patrons, who maintain you; and thoſe careful Inſtruc- 
tors, who ſo aſſiduouſly teach you: always conſidering them, 
as they really are, your beſt and deareſt friends upon earth. 
Live virtuouſly, and you will die happily. You will have the 
praiſe and love of good men here; and you will aſſuredly enjoy 
the favour of Gop, and of Angels in Heaven hereafter. 


.. —— 


My Beloved ! if we, and if thoſe Children know theſe thin 98 
to be good and true, happy are we all, if we faithfully and 
ſincerely do them. So ſhall we beſt follow and adorn the 
doctrine of Gop our Saviour. Cheerfulneſs and heart - felt 
joy will naturally follow. Our works of Faith will illuſtrate 
and dignify our Maſonick Profeſſion : our labors of Brotherly 
Love will be the nouriſhment and life of our ſouls. They 
will indeed be an Ornament of grace unto us, and as Chains of 


(8 3 


glory about our hearts. Our reli gion will be found, -- what 
Gop intended it----a continual feaſt here; and become 


through. Chriſt the happy Sign and Paſſport, to a Feaſt eternal 
of Glory and Reward! 


Of which that we may all partake, &c. Amen! 
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ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS, and other BENEFACTIONS for the 
RoyYaL CUMBERLAND FREE-MASON SCHOOL, are received 
by the following Bankers : 


\ Meſſrs. Ranſom, Morland, and Hammerſley, No. 57, Pall-mall; 
Meſſrs. Vere, Lucadou, Troughton, Lucadou and Smart, No. 77, 
Lombard Street; 
Sir Herbert Mackworth, Dorſet, a and Wilkinſon, No. 68, 
New Bond Street; 
Meſſrs. Phillot and Co. Bath Bank, in Bath: 2 


AND ALSO 


By the Right Honourable Lord Viſcount DUDLEY and WARD, 
TREASURER. | 


The School Houſe is at SOMMERS-TOWN, in the Pariſh of 
St. PANCRAS.. 
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